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CITY OF NAUVOO, LL. MAY 15 1843. 


ion sprung up a new church in the we 
by the name of “Campbellites,” they calf them- 
selve “Disciples.” The reason why they were 
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— 


On the one hand was ves Wealth, popularity and | called Campbellites, was, in consequence of 


honor, on the other, appeared nothing but pov- 
erty and hard labor: But, notwithstanding his 


great ministerial success, and the prospect ol 


Mr. Campbells’ publishing the periodical above 
mentioned, and it being the means through 
which they communicated their sentiments to 


ease and affluence, (which frequently swerve the I the world; other than thie, Mr. Campbell was 


mind, and have an undue influence on too many 


bo more the originator of that sect than Elder 


who wear the sacred garb of religion, who for |} Rigdon. 


the sake of popularity and of wealth, can calm 
and lull to rest their conscientious scruples, and 


succomb to the popular church,) yet, his mind 


now retired from the ministry, and 
having no way by which to sustain his family, 


| besides his own industry, he was necessiated to 


rose superior to all these considerations.— find other employment in order to provide for 
Truth was his pursuit, and for truth he was pre- his maintenance, and for this purpose he engag- 


pared to make every sacrifice in his power. Af- ed in the humble capacity of a journeyman tan- 


ter mature deliberation, deep reflection, and] ner, in that city, and followed bis new employ- 


solemn prayer to his Heavenly Father, the re- 
solve was made, and the important step was ta- 
ken; and in the month of August, A. D. 1824, 
after laboring among that people two years and 
six months, he made known his determination, 
to withdraw from the church, as he could no 
longer uphold the doctrines taught and main- 


tained by it. This announcement was like g 


clap of thunder—amazement seized the congre- 
gation, which was then collected, which at last 
gave way in a flood of tears. It would be in vain 
to attempt to describe the feelings of the church 
on that occasion, who were zealously attached 
to their beloved pastor—or the feelings of their 
minister. On his part it was indeed a struggle 
of principle over affection and kindness. 


ment, without murmuring, for fwo yeats—du- 
ring which time he both saw and experienced, 
city, and in the humble occupation of 
a tanner, he had lost maay who once professed 
the greatest friendship, and who manifested the 
greatest love for his society—that when he was 
seén by them in the garb suited to the employ- 
ment of a tanner, there was no longer that free- 
dom, courtesy and friendship mariifested—that 
many of his former friends became estranged 
and looked upon him with coolness and indiffer- 
ence—too obvious to admit of deception. To 
a well regulated and enlightened mind—to one 
who soars above the arbitrary and vain lines of 


There was at the time of his separation from | conduct appears ridiculous—while at the same 


that church, a gentleman of the name of Al- 
nature, in those who, for their honesty and in- 


exander Campbell, who was formerly from Ire- 
land, and who has since obtained considerable 
notoriety in the religious world, who was then 
a member of the same association, and who af. 


time it cannot but cause feelings of a peculiar 


tegrity of heart, have brought themselves into 
situations to be made the subjects of it. 
These things, however, did not affect his 


terwards separated from it. rn He had 


mother gentleman, by the name of Walte 
Scott, a Scotchman by birth, who was amem- 
her of the Scandinavian Church, in that city, 
and who separated from the same about that 
time. 


{| counted the cost before his separation, and had 


made his mind known to his wife, who cheer- 
fully shared his sorrow and humiliation, believ- 
ing that all things would work together for their 
good, being conscious that what they had done 


Prior to these separations, Mr. Campbell re- was for conscience sake, and in the fear of the 


tided in Bethany, Brook county, Virginia, where 


| Lord. 


After laboring for two years asa tanner, he 


he published a monthly periodical, called the 
“Christian Baptist.” After they had separated | removed to Bainbridge, Geauga county, Ohio, 
from the different churches, these gentlemen || where it was known that he had been a preach- 
were on terms of the greatest friendship, and I er, and had gained considerable distinction as a 
frequently met together to discuss the subject i public speaker, and the people soliciting him to 
of religion 3 being yet undetermined respecting || preach, he complied with their request. From 
the principles of the doctrine of Christ, or what this time forward, he devoted himself to the 
ne to pursue. However, from this connex-* work of the ministry, confining Almself to no 
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— 
| distinetion which pride or envy may draw, such 
| 
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exeed, but held up.the Bibles the rule of. faith, is not the case. There was no Greek or 
and advocating those doctrines which had been jj upon the plates from which I, through | 
the subject of his, and Mr. Campbell’s investi- || grace of God, translated the Book of 
ns, viz: — and baptism, for the 
of 


He continued to labor in that vicinity one 
year, and during that time, his former success 
attended his labors. Large numbers invariably 
attended his meetings. While he labored in 
that neighborhood, he wasinstrumental in build- 
ing up a large and respectable church, in the 
town of Mantua, Portage county, Ohio. The 
doctrines which he advaneed being new, pub- 
lic attention was awakened, and great excite- written in Hebrew, beheld ye would have 
ment pervaded throughout that whole section of no imperfection in our record, but the L 
country, and frequently the congregations which kneweth the things which we have written, 
he addressed, were so large that it was impossi- aleo, that nome other people knoweth our | 
ble to make himself audible to all. The sub- guage; therefore he hath prepared means 
jects he proposed were presented in such an im- the interpretation thereof.” 
pressive manner to the congregations, that those Here then the subject is put to silence, 
who — gyre by bigotry and prejudices!) ‘none other people knoweth our language,” th 
had to exclliim, “we never heard it in this man- fore the Lord, and not man, bad to interpre, 
ner before.” There were some, however, that ter the people were all dead. And, os? 
opposed the doetrines which he advanced, but said, “the world by wisdom know not God,” 
not with that opposition which ever ought to] the world by speculation are destitute of : 
characterize the noble and ingenious. Those lation; and as Gud in his superior wisdom, 
by whom he wes opposed, well knew that an always given his saints, wherever he had 
honorable and public investigation, would in- on the earth, the same spitit, and that spirk, 
evitably discover the weakness and fatality of John says, is the true spirit of prophesy, wii 
their doctrines ; consequently they shunned , is the testimony of Jesus, I may safely 
and endeavored, by ridiculing the doetrines that the word Mormon stands independent 
which he promulgated, to suppress them. che learning and wisdom of this generatio 
This, however, did not! tum him frem dhe Before 1 give a definition, however, to 
path which he felt to be his duty; for he con- Herd, let me say that the Bible in its wi 
tinued to set forth the doctrines of repentance, sense, means good; for the Savior says 1 , 
and baptism for remission of sins, and the gift diag to the gospel of John, “I am thes 
of the Holy Ghost, according to the teachings shepherd ;” and it will not be beyond thee 
of Peter, on the day of Pentecost, exhorting his || mon use of terms, to say that good is = 
hearers in the mean time, to throw away their the most important in use, and theagh kw 
creeds of faith—to take the Bible as their stan- by various names in different languages, 
dard, and search its sacred learn to} its meaning is the same, and is ever in of 
live by every word that proceedeth from the tion to bad. Wee from the Saxon, 
the Dane, god; the Goth, geda; the Gem 
gut; the Dutch, goed; the Latin, bonw; 
| Greek, kalos; the Hebrew, tod; and the! 
| tian, mon. Hence, with the addition of 
or the contraction, mor, we have the word 
non; which means, literally, more geod. 


„Aud now behold we have written this ree, 


| which are called among us the Reformed Ey 
| tian, being handed down and altered by us, 
| cerding to our manner of speech; and if 
plates had been sufficiently large, we sh 
bave written in Hebrew: but the Hebrew h 
been altered by us, aleo; and if we could 


Cerrespendence. 

To the EDITOR of the TIME3 & SEASONS. | Yours, 

Sra — Through the medium of your paper, I JOSEPH SMITE 
wish to correct an error among men that pre- 
foes to be learned, liberal and wise; and I do || To the EDITOR of the TIMES & SEA80 
it the. more cheerfully, because 1 hope ober- Peradventure a short sketch of our in 
thinking and sound-reasoning people will soon- || and labors will be intercsting to the reade 
er listen to the veice of truth, than be led astray |) your paper, if you think so, they are at you 
by the vain pretentions of the self-wise. The posal’ Agreeable to counsel, we started 
error I speak of, is the definition of the word} mission the 12th day of September last, 
“mcamon.”” It hes been stated that this word {travelled directly.to Gilead Branch, ee 


wes derived from the Greek wordmorme,, This] Michigan; where we made a stand, apd li 


Let the language of that book speak for it 
On the 52³ page, of the fourth edition, it rm, 


according to our knowledge in the chatten 
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gor voices in the cause of truth, to those who, brother, by the name ef Henry B. Jacobs, whe 
ere willing to hear. But few came out at first, || bapized twelve, and I baptized # German 
ing cautioned by their priests, to beware oa ſter he left. I preached in Chester, Sparta 
as we were impostors, &c. But we confined jane Be lville; from thence, I returned home. and 
ourselves to a small section of country ef about again visited Ottowe, La dalle county tent two 
any miles, travelling back and forth, improv- weeks, and baptized seven. I found the efurch 
ingevery opportunity where we thought we/ithere, in good spirits, and in the enjoyment of 
wuld bring the engines of truth to bear, unti; the spiritual gifts, The Le Salle branch now 
mountains of prejudice began to fall, and the || numbers fifty-eight, in good standing. Elder 
people began to come out and investigate the ||Oley Hayer, wae ehesen to preside over them, 
abject for themeelves, and we had as many || who is well worthy the office. Elder Goodman’ 
alls for preaching as we could attend to. A | Hougus, and Brother J. R. Anderson, visited 
ui ew presented themselves for baptism, others the Norwegian vetilement, in Lee county, 
ve hg scknowledged we preached the truth, and it Iowa, in January last; spent three weeks; ba p- 
ve would work a miracle they would believe it I rized ten, ordained ene priest, and left them and 
ru of God. We baptised fourteen, organized went home to La Salle county. From thence 
s branch and ordained two elders, and left the Brothers Houges and Hayer{visited a large 
verk in a very prosperous condition, and re- body from Norway, in Wisconsin territory, and 
sed home the 20th day of February. have laid the foundation of a great work, to al] 
Yours in the bonds of the newand everlas appearance. There ie now fifty-seven mem- 
ing covenant. _ RUFUS FISHER. | bers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
THOS. R. KING. {Saints fromNorway, and. the time is not far dis- 

— tent, when the saying of Micah, 4: ii, will be 
o the EDITOR of the PIMES & SEAGONS. |i fulfilled, 

Crrr or Navvoo. May loch, 1643. In haste I subscribe myself your fellow la- 
Dear Sir :—With feelings of high considera- Poter, In the new and ev 
tion and due respect, do this evening take 


pen in hand to address a letter to you, eon - ¶ To the EDITOR of the ‘the TIMES & SEASONS. 
uining a short sketch of my travelo in ene year!’ Dean Sin:—As time refily passes along, 
„ One year since, I visited « settlement of | without respect to place or person, depriving the 
Norwegians, in La Salle county, Illinois; | monarch of his diadem, and liberating the slave 
where, after laboring some time among them, i from his chains; events occur which bring to 
| succeeded in baptising five, and ordained one our mind jeys departed, but the remembrance 
dier. when Tleft them for about one month; is still dear, and thus we have pleasure in the 
adthen returned and organized the branch, thought of past joys. It is now three years 
md called it the La Salle branch of the Church |i since l requested the ordinance of baptiam at 
f Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; and or- your hands, in a far distant land, the land of 
isined Brother Goodman Heugus, Elder, a |i my early days, the land that I was then ealcu. 
man of strong mind, and well skilled in the {tating to live and die in, for I had then no idea 
wtiptutes; he can preach in Norway, Sweden, of croesing the Atlentic, and from that time I 
and Denmark, baving an understanding of their consider @ new era was formed in my life; 
languages. From thence I returned to Naw |i for previous to that, it seems as though I had 
oo, where. I found the whole country deluged |] no knowledge of anything, but just as though 
uw; ich falsehood, from the pen of J. C. Bennet, it had been a dream, and every thing unnatural. 
ud immediately returned to La Salle, but | Not that there were no men of parts, but a sort 
the people there, looked upon him as a wicked bof lunacy seemed to be engendered with the 
d 1@ designing man; his lies continued but a short] brain. Though perhaps the vapor might be 
ume, when eternal disgrace fell upon his own } thicker in the atmosphere I was breathing, than 
head, I soon returned to Nauveo, and in mat of many of my neighbors, being a member 
ew days I was eppointed by{the special con- of the Methodist society from my early youth, 
ference, in August, to travel through Illinois, dot it seems to me that it wee a sort of Egyptian 
io correet the misstatements of Bennet, in which |] darkness that could be felt. After being bap - 
journey I travelled through eighteen’ differont|{tised it appeared ee though the thick fog had 
tounties. I was generally successful in con- passed away, and I could use my reason and 
vincing the people that Bennet maliciously IL did se, and declare that some of my old friends 
wandered the innocent. I baptized six in Perry fen not like trees walking, but—like 
county, Illinois and returned home in Decets- walkers, and it would try the patience of 
*, Ie, January . left again, and went into M. Ie aint to have any thing to’ say te them. I 
wasjoiatd by warthy* woold not attempt to deectite db for 
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poet endeavors to explaia it, aud says, 
% All men are mad, in spite of all finesse, 
Madness differs but in more or less.” 


Indeed, Sir, I think chere is no way of shak- 
ing off the complaint byt by being buried, for 
the whole frame is affected. That itis a spe- we could proceed to the next question, v. 
cies of junacy, none cam doubt, for I would ask || wae, that God made the heavens and thee 
if any man ofasane mind covld make use o Land all things in them, in six days; how did 

| the following, and fancy he is mddressing De- angel fly (before he was created) through 
«* jty. Oh Lord save the Mormenpaye the Mor- midst of heaven, (when there was no he 
‘mons, shake the Mormons; awaken the Mor-|| crying to the inhabitants of the earth, ( 
mens! Ok Lord, dre wa up the flood-gates of there wos no earth) that the hour of ¢ 
hell and let the Mormons see their future habi- || judgement had come, when man was not 
tations ! Oh Lord, let the Mormons be cut off, made! Mr. Martindale then acknowled 
and never come into thy kingdom ;’ and so on, that none could understand the passage, 
toa absurd to mention. He first begins by ask-|j obeerved that I was calculated to deceive 
ing the Lord to save us, and then to cut us off. | very elect. He then remarked, he did no 

I suppose they never expect their prayers to be 
answered, but, however if the Lord had gone 
and raised the flood-gates at his request, I did the Book ef Mormoa was the stick of i 
not know where to find the flood-gater, so I | After I had given him my opinion en the 
should have been as muchin the dark as ever. | ject; I then asked him to enlighten re, » 


The Rev. Mr. Martindale afterwards sent me a | he did, by telling me that the stick of J 


polite request, to spend an hour with him, and 
tteold the messenger that he would make me 
ashamed of myself. Icomplied and paid his 
revenence a visit. 


gree, and he was fully equipped for the fight; 
and his friends ready to take me oat when he 


bad made me so ashamed that I could not go he wished to tell me what he thought of 
myself. He had get Elder Pratt's “Voice ofjand did to, by saying that he really bel 
Warning,” and the “Book of Mormon,” respec. |i chat I was one of the false prophets that 
ting which he had wrote down eleven questions || said should come in the last days. I then 
and had a table fuli of books with the leaves leave to express my opinion of his reve 
ready doubled down, and all was in goed order. and on obtaining permission, I told bim! 
The first question brought on the api wae— believed him tu be one of those hireling 
“De you believe the Voiee of Warning to be ers that Paul said there should be heaps of 
inspiration?” To which I replied that I was of 
opinion thet it comteined as much truth as most 
books of ite size. He then wished to know 


| réligion was Luther’s; this I believed, and 


of by John, had come in these modern times to 


positively, if we believed that the aagel spoken 


reveal the gospelf I answered in the ‘affirma- | 


tive, at which he pitied me very much, and 


I saw that he bad the above 
named malady, to more than an ordinary de- oil; this he said was Popery. That wa 


— — : 
ali those who have been afflicted with it, un-,en this subject, to which he 
derstand, and those who are its victims fancy} would acknowledge before that august 
themselves the most free. Oh! Sir, that ia the] bly, that I knew no better; which I frankly, 
most awful ef ell calamities, and ought to be He then gravely opened a large family B 
evaded like hell itself; for the man who is le. | and there read to me, that this event took 
‘bering under its influence has not got as much 12 long time bofere the creation, for whic 
ratienality as Belaam’s charger. An ancient thanked him, though I told bim that I « 
| not exactly see how it could be, for John |; 
) after the creation, and he said that he wasshy 


| to have much to gay o me, and therefore vt 


| 


| lead the people from the truck to fables, 


really thought I hed been better informed. 1} 
told him that I wes altogether aplettered, aud 


edmitted his superior talent, he coming frem 
Ox ſerd college, or some other emporium 


[have no. need that I should tell you. | 


| therefore come to the subject I first i 
learniog. I told him that pone of. my brethren | as a number of people desired to bear f 
were very much skilled in literary Jore, and respecting Nauvoo, and I have not es ye! 
therefore I would thank him to enlighten me filed my promise to them. It 


— 


provid 


agr 


things that must shortly come to pass, 


his reverence said was figuratively, | and 
told him I had but one difficul.y more, and every 
y man 
Jos 
bly dit 


only ask me one more question, which wr 


was & nation or tribe. Here again we got 
difficulty, for I could mot See how the pro 
could write on a nation, He then broug 
charge age inst me of annointing the sick 


first (ime 1 had ever heard James charged 
Popery. We soon got into ciese quarten, 


being 
manki 
n fami 
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nid not 
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man 
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had succeeded in a great measure. Hew 
a good deal surprised at this, and told m 


him, sfter telling him that mine was 

Almost endlees are the instances tha: 
be addueed to prove that a great portion d 
world of mankind is tinetured with lunsct 
I have no doubt but you know all abouti 
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, and since that time, I have often had 
yar my testimony to the truth of it; I do so 
i, and declare, that to this time, I have seen 
ping to shake my confidence. Whether on 
ror on land, inastorm or in calm, in En- 
or America, in the world or in Nauvoo, 
neither seen nor heard, any thing to cause 
o have a doubt, respecting, the doctrines 
rat by the Latter Day Saints, The elders, 
general, I have foundto be men who fear 
{and work righteousness, Nauvoo must, 

respect, exceed the expectations of 
yman who has any knowledge of things at 
Joseph Smith is the wisest, and most char- 
bly disposed man I ever heard of, and I be- 
e, that God ever made; and that he is a 
phet of God, I have no manner of doubt on 
mind. And I solemnly declare before God, 
I believe in my heart, that all the tales de- 
wory to his character, or the saintsin gem 
ere as false as those invented in the days 
the Savior, “ his disciples came and stole him 
ywhile weslept.” Therefore, let all my 
nds look on this as my solemn testimony.— 


00 1 — requirements of the 


estisied what kind of beings the Mormon 
were. It wassomething over sixty miles, and 
on the road I often had time to reflect: upon 
che errand of my journey, and faney to my~ 
| weit the condition in which I to 
them. 
On my arriving at Carthage, I accidéatelly 
met an old, and much beloved friend, whe was. 
himself, a member of the church. Having been 
| apprised of my design in visiting the church of 
Latter Day Seints, he very kindly offered to a- 
company me to Nauvoo, the city of the prophet, 
but stated that he would be compelled to visit 
a little town called Macedonia, before he could 
go up, and wanted me to go with him, us it was 
only eight miles distant. I kept up a lively dis- 
course upon the subject of Mormonism, and 
the ready and appropriate answers he gave to. 
the numerous questions I put to him, convineed 
me that their doctrine was not as bad as I bad 
anticipated. At Macedonia I was kindly re- 
ceived by Mr. Andrews, who, being informed 
by my friend, who, and what I was, cordially 
received me, bidding me welcome to his hum- 
ble abode, with all the feelings of a long absent, 


joice in the gospel being revealed—I re- though respected brother. This reception, so 
es in the work of the Lord, and pray that} vastly different from what I had expected, to- 
truth may go forth as the morning; the tally enamoured me, and put to blush all my 
est in heart be gathered out, and a people former anticipations of cold, harsh, and moro 
pared to meet the Lord at his coming. expressions, which I expected to meet from all 
[subscribe myself your affectionate brother, || who became acquamted with my calling and sta- 
JOHN GREENHOW. tion in life. I found Mr. Andrews a man of 
general intelligence, of good mora! notions, 
and correct religious ideas. Although I could 
A VISIT TO NAUVOO. not agree with him in all points, yet I foune him 
SAMUEL A. PRIOR, A METHODIST MN rA. libera! and open hearted, far beyond my fondest 
Mr, Editor :--I feel somewhat unwilling to||expectatious, The next day at 11 o'clock, I 
from this city, until I have returned my ein- had the honor for the first time in my life, to 
ethanks for the kind treatment I have re- hear the prophet preach; a notice of which had 
ned from all with whom 1 have had any in- been cireulated the evening before. I will not 
course, since! first came into this place. II attempt to describe the various feelings of my 
st confess that I left home with no very bosom as I took my seat in a conspicuous place 
orable opinions of the Latter Day Suinte.— in the congrégation, who were waiting in 
uve had the misfortune to live always among breathless silénce for bis appearance. While 
tclass of people who look upon a Mormon he tarried, I had plenty of time to revolve i 
Gis being of quite another race, trom the test my mind, the character and common report of 
mankind, and holding no affinity tothe hu- that truly singular personage. I fancied that I 
n family. My ears had been so often assalled should behold & eduntenénce sad and sotrow- — 
the tales of their vice and immorality, that I ful, yet containing the flery marks of rage and 
vid not but reflect, inspite of my determina-|| exasperation—I etipposed that I should be ens 
mo remain unprejudiced, that I should wit-|/ bled to discover in him some of those thoughtful — 
many scenes detrimental to the christian fand reserve featares, those mystic and sarcastic 
of cter, if not offensive to society. My friends glances which IL had fancied the ancient ages 
ewmpowded around me, giving me many caations|| to possess.’ I expected to see that fearful falter- 
art and duplicity of that deluded ing took of conscious sheme, whieb, from. what 
as they called them, and intreated me to had heard of him, he might-be expected to — 
them closely, and learn the true state c | évince. He appeared at last—but how was! 
‘ir community. I set out on foot, making f disappointed, whew, instead of the heads and 
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only the appearance of a common man, of tol- . emu and awful reflection was awakened in wy 
erable large propertions. I was sadly disappoin- mind. 

ted, and thought, that although bis appesrance But there was one thing yet remaining.—| 
*ould not be wrested to indicate any thing had not yet seen Nauvoo, and so often having 
against him, yet he would manifest all I had heard that it wae the most degraded place in 

heard of him, when he began to preach. I sat) the world, the very sink of iniquity, and thy 
uneasy and watched him closely. He con all who lived there were liars, thieves, and vil. 
menced preaching, not from the Book of Mor- lains, who were the refuse of society, and the 
mon, however, but from the Bible; the first) filth ofthe world, that in spite of my better 
chapter of the first of Peter, was his text. He || judgment, J expected to see some traces 1 
commenced ealmly and continued dispassion- || least, of that low prostitution which I had » 
ately to pursue his subject, while Isat in| often heard charged upon them. 

breathless silence, waiting to hear that foul a At length the city burst upon my sight, and 
persion of the other sects, that diabolical dis- how sadly wee I disappointed. Instead of aes. 
position of revenge, and to hear that rancorous ing a fow miserable log cabins and mud hovels, 
denunciation of every individual but a Mormon. which I had expected to find, I was surprise 
I waited in vain—I listened with surprise—I | to see one of the most romantic places that | 
eat unesey in my seat, and could hardly per-| had visited in the west. The buildings, though 
suade myself but that he had been apprised of many of them were small and of wood, yu 
my presence, and so ordered his discourse on || bore the marks of neatnese which I have no 
my account; that I might not be able to find seen equalled in this country. The far-spread 
fault with it, for instead of a jumbled jargon of plain at the botom of the hill was dotted ove 
half connected sentences, and a volley of im- with the habitations of men with such majep 
precations, and diabolical and malignat denun- tic profusion, that I was almost willing to be 
ciations heaped upon the heads of all who dif- lieve myself mistaken; and instead of being is 
fered from him, and the creadful twisting and | Nauvoo of Illinois, among Mormons, that | 
wresting of the scriptures, to suit his own pe- | was in Italy at the city of Leghorn, (which the 
culiar views, and attempt to weave a web of | lozation of Nauvoo resembles very much,) and 
dark and mystic sophistry around the gospel | among the eccentric Italians. I gazed for 
truths, which I had anticipated, he glided some time with fond admiration upon the pla 
slong through a very interesting and elsborate | below. Here and there arose a tall majestic 
discourse, with all the care and happy facility lj brick house, speaking loudly of the genius and 
of one who was well aware of his important j untiring labor of the inhabitants, who hare 
station, and his duty to God and man, and evi- snatched the place from the clutches of ober 
dencing to me, that he was well worthy to be | rity, and wrested it from the bonds of disease; 
styled “a workman rightly diriding the word of and in two or three short years rescued it from 
truth,” and giving without reserve, ‘saint and a dreary waste to transform it into one of the 
sinner his portion in due season”—and I was | first cities in the west. 
compelled to go away with a very different} The hill upon which I stood was covered 
opinion from what I hed entertained when I | over with the dwellings of men, and amid them 


first took my seat to hear him preach. In the | was seen to rise the hewn stone and already ac 


evening I was invited to preach, and did 10.— complished work of the Temple, which is now 
The congiegation was large and respectable— raised fifteen or twenty feet above the ground 
they paid the utmost attention. This surprised | The few trees that were permitted to stand, in 
me a little, as I did not expect to find any such now in full foliage, and are scattered witht 
thing as a religious toleration among them.— | sort of fantastic irregularity over the slope of 
After I had closed, Elder Smith, who had at- the hill. 

tended, arose and begged leave to differ from But there was one object which was far mon 
me in some few points of doctrine, and this he | noble to behold, and far more majesti¢ than any 
did mildly, politely, and affectingly slike one who other yet presenied to my sight—and that was 
was more desirous to disseminate truth and ex- the wide-spread and unrivalled father of water 
pose error, than to love the melicious triumph | the Mississippi river, whose miiro-bedded vr 
of debate over me. I was truly edified with his ters lay in majestic extension before the eit), 
remarks, and felt less prejudiced against the | and in one geneial curve, seemed to sweep ge 
Mormons than ever. He invited me to call up- lantly by the devoted place. On the farthet 
on him, and I promised to do o. The next 15 was seen the dark green woodland, bend 


— — — — — 


morning I started fer Nauvoo; but my feelings, ing under its deep foliage, with here and them 
were begining strangely to alter. I found ode 


stay after another, fast giving away, anda g- A few houses could be seen through the tree 


an insterstice bearing the marks of cultivation, 
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go other side of the river directly opposite, ro THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES AND anon 
which is spread a fairy isle, covered with Nauvoo, Illineis, May 22. 1843. 
sotifal timber. The isle and the romantie Deer Brother,—In anwer to your's of May 
| of the river soon brought my mind back 4th concerning the Latter Day Saints forming 
days of yore, and to the bright emerald isles Temperance Society, we would say as Paul 
the far famed fairy land. The bold and pro- | said :—Be wot anequally yoked with unbeliey- 
nent rise of the hill, fitting io the plain with | ers,” but contend for the faith once delivered to 
n exact regularity, and the plain pushing itself} the saints, and, as Peter advises, so say we 
lo the river, forcing it to bend around its ob- add to your knowledge temperance, As Paul 
nele with becoming grandeur, and fondly to| aid he had te become all things to all men, that 
ling round it to add to the heightened and re- he might thereby save some, so must the elders 
ed lustre to this sequestered land. of the last days do, and, being sent out to preach 
| passed on into the more active parts of the|| the gospel, and warn the worid of the judgments 
ty, looking into every street and lane to ob- to come, we are sure, when they teach as diree- 
me all that was passing. I found all the peo- | ted by the Spiri:, according to the revelations 
eeagaged in some usefal and healthy employ- of Jesus Christ, that they will preach the truth. 
wnt. The place was alive with business ud prosper, without complaint. Thus we have 
neh more so than any place I have visited o new commandment to give, but admonish 
the hard times commenced. I sought in elders and members to live by every word that 
in for any thing that bore the marks of im- proceedeth forth from the mouth of God, lest 
wrality; but was both astonished and highly they come short of the glory that is reserved 
eased at my ill success. I could see no loun- for the faithful. 


jem Nn about the streets, nor any drunkards about | W. RICHARDS Clerk. 
be Mabe taverns. I did not meet with those distort. | — 

zu features of roffians, or with the ill-bred or [From the Boston Bee. } 
Ident. I heard not an oath in the place, I MORNONISM. 


Navvoo, III., Mareh 24th, 1843. 
| bo the Editor: En, —-In gone-by years, and 
long before I had heard of the prophet J 
Smith,” and, indeed, before he had existence, 
[had formed some very curious ideas about the 
dion in the society. Where then, I exclaim-||@*e"* prophets. From reading their history 
d,is all this startling proof of the utter profli- in the Bible, 1 supposed they mes have been 
ey of Nauvoo? Where, in the name of God, an el no ordinary proportions; or, if se, that 
the immorality charged upen the citizens off there was something about them different from 
it; and what dreadful outbreaking crimes have other — by which they might be distingulse- 
nen men the licence to deprecate this place ed at sight. As a matter of course, I thought 
„nuch as they do? Where is the gang of they must have had grey hairs for a covering to 
marauders, horse thieves and ruffians, the drun- make them appear very dignified, and beard as 
lurds and vicious men of Nauvoo? Where are — — — for if oe — 
ew that they were men; 
wae = the privilege of looking at one, I should have 


d * E 2 expected to have seen him clad in sheep, gost 
2 > 
we the dark diabolical superstitions? Where | bear undes shout cn the 


th 
tre those specimens of credulity and ignorance? mountains, like the beasts he had robbed of 


bt Where 

— their garments; lodging in the caves and dene 
ink of iniquity of which I have heard so of the earth, and subsisting on the fruits and 

noch! Surely not in Nauvoo, They must — 

e got the wrong place, or wilfully lied about | tified, too exhalted, by his high ce ing, * a 

n. I could but blush with disappointed shame Pn n the habitations or among the society 

or my friends who bad so misinformed me, and men, unless be bad ‘ae —— 1 
very soon made up my mind, like the Queen of ——— direct from — — 

Ve be, not to believe any reports of enemies, — — — forth, and 
but to always, like her, go and see for myself. . 7 

eder, go * and 3 and if you | ery out, like the — — the wilderness, — 
bare heard the place praised, ge up and see, sncred sqnetity — — — 

lo and behold, you will find the half has] he wees prophet; y nothing 

uot been told you. Ihen they saw his nails like bird\s claws, aad 

a s hairs like eagles feathers, and his face ond 


not a gloomy countenance; all were cheer- | 
al, polite and industrious. 

Iconvereed with many leading men—found 
em social and well informed, hos>itable and 
nerous. I eaw nothing but order and regu- 
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hands as filthy as a baboun; for it never occur- 
red to me that clean hende, in administering 
before the Lord, es mentioned in the Scripture, 
meant any thing more than a good conscience, 
end J had never supposed but that a man could 
worship God j ust as acceptably, all covered with 
dirt, and filth and slime, as though he hed 
bathed in Siloam every hour, unti! I heard the 
Mormon prophet lecturing his people on the 
subject of neatness and cleanliness, teaching 
them that all was clean in Heaven, and that 


Jesus was going to make the place of hie feet 


glorious, and if the Mormons did not keep their 
feet out of the ashes, they could not stand with 
him on Mount Zion 


I had no thought before but ron dirty people 
could get to Heaven, as well as clean ones; and 
that if the priests offered sacrifice with pollut- 
ed hands, the fire would cleanse both the offer- 
ing and the hands that offered it. I cannot say 
how much there may be in Seripture to contra- 
dict my views, neither.can I vouch for it that 
the churches of the day believe any such doc- 
trine, for I never belonged to any of them, but 
have rather been called an infidel. As to that 
I have not altered much. L like consistency, 
find it where I may. 


With all these curious notions, I fell into the 
Mormon settlement, and saw the prophet, but 
having never heard a Mormon preach, you can 
imagine me not quite ready to receive all the 
impressions incident to an interview with such 
a distinguished personage, but I will give it as 
I find if, hit or miss the faith or feelings of any 
one. 


I have had an interview since my last, and 
found any thing but the truth of current re- 
ports. “The prophet Joseph,” (as he is called 
among his people,) said in a conversation with 
a gentleman present, that he no more professed 
to be 4 prophet, than every man must, who 
pro ſesses to be a preacher of righteousness, or 
a minister of the New Testament. To be a 
minister of Jesus, a man must testify of Jesus; 
and to testify of Jesus, a man must have the 
spirit of prophecy; for, according to John, the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.— 
If a man professes to be a minister of Jesus, 
and has mot the spirit of prophecy, he must be 
a false witness, for he is not in possession of 
that gift which qualifies him for his office; and 
the difference between himeelf and the clergy 
of thie generation ia, he claims to be in posses- 
sion of that spirit of prophecy which qualifies 


him to testify of Jesus and the gospel of salva~ 


tion; while the clergy deny that spirit, even 


the apirit of prophecy, which slone could con- 


stitute them true witnesses. or testators of the 


— 
Lord Jeses, and yet claim to be the true mi dis- 
ters of salvatien. 

In this, said he, lam honest, and they are 
dishonest, and that is the difference between 
us. Were they true and honest witnesses of 
Jesus Christ, they would acknowledge they 
have the testimony of him, and that is the spir. 
it of prophecy, and every man who. possesecs 
that spirit isa ptophet. I, said he, claim no 
more than what every servant of Christ mos 
possess, to qualify bim for his office; while the 
clergy of the 19th century demy that which 
jalone could constitute them what they profes 
to be. He said he did mot profess to be a very 
good man, but acknowledged himself a sinner 
like other men, or as all men are, imperfect; 
and it is necessary for all men to grow into the 
stature of manhood in the gospel. 

Icould not help noticing that he dressed, 
talked, and acted like other men, and in every 
respect the perfect counterpart of what I had 
conjured up in my imagination for a prophet. 

The Mormons have not yet completed their 
great Temple, and have no commodious place 
of worship, but the apostles and elders preach 
in private houses on the Sabbath, and at other 
times, though I seldom attend these latter meei- 
ings; but when the weather will admit, they 
meet in the grove, or on the rough floor of the 
basement of the Temple, and then the prophet 
frequently preaches. On one of these occs- 
sions I heard him preach concerning the prodi- 


gal son. 
After naming his text, the prophet remarked, 


that some one had asked him the meaning of 
the expression of Jesus, “among those born of 
woman there has not arisen a greater than 
John,“ and said he had promised to answer it 
in public, and he would do it then. It could 
not have been on account of the miracles Jobn 
performed, for he did no miracles; but it was, 

First, Because he was trusted with & divine 
mission, of prepating the way before the face of 
the Lord. Who was trusted with such a mit 
sion, before or since ? Vo man. 

Second, He was trusted, and it was required 
at his hand, to baptise the Son of Man. Who 
ever did that? Who ever had so great a privi- 
lege or glory! Who ever led the Son of God 
into the waters of baptism, beholding the Holy 
Ghost descend upon him in the sign of the 
Dove? No man. 

Third, John, at that time, was the only legal 
administrator, holding the keys of power there 
was on earth. The keye, the kingdom, the 
power, the glory, had departed from the Jews; 
and John, the son of Zachariah, by the holy 
janeinting, and decree of eaves, held the keys 


of power at that time.” 
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TO THE PUBLIC, 

I am Informed that Henry Jackson is palming 
Umsolf on some of the branches of the church, 
in Lowa, and roliciting donations as an elder of 
sid church, whereas he has been oxcluded 
from the church and is not a member. 

JOHN SMITH, Elder. 


TIMES AND SEASONS, 


Bae CITY OF NAUVOO, 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 1843. 


10 THE SAINTS AMONG ALL NATIONS: 


According to a Revelation, received not long 
Ance, it appears to be the duty of the members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, to bring to Nauvoo, their precious 
things, such as antiquities, and we may say, 
curiosities, whether animal, vegetable or me- 
talio: yea, petrifactions as well as inscriptions 
and hieroglyphice, for the p urpose of establish- 


ing a Museum of the great things of God, and’ 


the inventions of men, at Nauvoo. We have 
just received the first donation at the office of 
President Joseph Smith. Who will come and 
do likewise? 

We have just had the above handed to us, by 
one of President Smiths’ clerks, and feel very 
much interested in the establishment of a Mu- 
eum, which should be a receptacle of every 
thing new and old, ancient and modern, an- 
lique, fanciful and substantial—indeed any 
thing and every thing that has a tendency to 
throw light upon ancient nations, their man- 
net, customs, implements of husbandry and of 
war, their costume, ancient records, manu- 
scripts, paintings, hieroglyphics, models of any 
new invention inthe arts and sciences, any 
thing that has a tendency to throw light upon 
Geolegy, Mineralogy, Anatomy, Philosophy 
Mechanics or any thing that is calculated to 
ealighten the mind, enlarge the understanding, 
gratify the curiosity, and give general informa- 
uon. 

Situated as we are, as a people, sending men 
of intelligence to every nation *. ye 
and to every clime, and having a society that 
will be composed of all nations, that will gath- 
ec here from all parte of the world, there is no 
people that possers such facilities as the Lat- 
ter Day Saints, for ga hering together a collec- 
tien of thie kind. 

We would recommend to the Elders that are 
wavelling, either on this continent or any other, 
to pay especial attention to this subject. We 
have not conferred with President Smith en 


= —— — 
this subject, but would respectfully recommend 
to the Elders to forward every thing of that 
kind to Mr. Smith, that he may have the die 
posal of it. 

For the purpose of throwing some light on 
this subject, we here append a very imperfect 
description ofa collection of this kiad which 
we saw when last in England, during an exhi- 
bition of the Mechanics Institute in Liverpool. 

The following are some notes that we took 
at the time, July 19th, 1840: 

I visited the Mechanics Institute in Liver- 
pool, and such a display of objecis illustrative 
of the Fine Arts, Natural History, Philosophy, 
Machinery. Manufactures, Antiquities, and of 
every thing that is grand, noble, interesting, 
instructing and beautiful, I never before wit- 
nessed. 

The building, which is large and eommod'- 
ous, and built at an cnormous expense, isin the 
form of the letter L, and has a stone front lu 
size I have not ascertained, and can only give a 
deseription by saying that, there are seventeen 
rooms in all, five of which are seventy feet long. 
It is built on sloping ground, and isthree stories 
high - owing to its location, however, you go in 
at the second story, up a few steps. There is 8 
large portico at the entrance, supported by large 
stone colums. There are six rooms in each sto- | 
ry, beside a large lecture room that is on the se- 
cond and third stories, with a gallery on three 
sides. This room is as large as a common siz- 
ed church. On the top of most of the upper- 
most rooms in the Picture and Sculpture gal- 
ries are placed lantern lights, fora better dis- 
play of the numerous pictures and sculpture, 
with which these rooms are studded. 

As soon as you enter the door, you come into 
a spacious Hall, in which are stuffed animals, 
such as a Lioness and her Cubs, Paintings, spe- 
cimens of Sculpture, and the Costume of An- 
cient Warriors, clad in armor; one ina suit or 
chain armor, anoth er in plate, another armed 
cap-a-pie, apd another in a suit of scale armor, 
Landscapes, Historical pieces, &c.,&c. Two 
staircases present them, both of which, ase well 
asthe corridor, are studded with eculpture, — 
paintings, statuary, &c., which presenta beau- 
tiful appearace. You ascend the left hand 
stnircase and descend on the right; when yeu 
reach tho top you turn to the left, on a lobby | 
that extends the whole length of the building. 
with the exception of the rooms at each end; 
after going some distance you then turn tothe | 
left, on another lobby, which takes you into 4 
large oblong room, at the back part of the buil- 
ding, inthe picture gallery. There are above 


250 pictures in these rooms, varying in size 
from 14 or 15 featequare to ene foot, the worke . 
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ef both ancient and modern artists; specimens 


ef scripture pieces, natural history, buildings, 
views of cities, moonlight scenes, wats, misers* 
philanthropists, kings, angels with wings, dead 
and dying men, youth and buoyancy, and de- 
eri pit old age; views of water spouts, cast es, 
heathen gods, and other things too numerous 
to mention. On many of these pictures there 
are groups of full grown people, all as natural 
as life: others of horses, dogs, and men; one of 
- this kind is beaut fal beyond description, and as 
natural as life. There are also many beauti- 
ful specimens of pictorial needlework—one of 
which, a large ancient piece, about 8 or 9 feet 
square, is a representation of Belshazzar’s feast, 
with the several personages present, full grown, 
atable ef viands and fruits before thom, the 
band and writing seen upon the wall, and con- 
sternation upon the face of the king and others. 
The letters in which it is written are Hebrew, 
but instead of going from right to left they go 
from the top to the bottom—every part but this 
1s very natural. You then go into a Sculpture 
gallery which is filled with statues of every 
form, grade, shape, and age. There are up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty figures, contain- 
ing grace, beauty,tymmetry, all but the life; 
by ancient and modern artists; in Parian, Pen- 
telicum, and other marbles; alabaster, ivory, 
china, plaster of paris, wax, terra-cotts, bronze, | 
bisque, and other compositions. Here are 
statues of warriors, heroes, poets, historians, 
farmers, kings, queens, lords, gentlemen, la- 
dies, brigands, saints, contending parties, dy- 
ing gladiators, Brahmin priests, in their cos- 
tume, heathen gods, anda great variety of 
beasts, of various descriptions. 

You next are shown every variety of antiqui_ 
ties and curiosities—Indian dresses, from India, 
as well as North America, and New Zealand. 
There is also, Chinese tress boxes, tables, turn- 
ed work, painting, carving, books, &c. &c.— 
must say that these specimens show the great. 
est ingenuity, and represent anything but igno_ 
rance, awk wardness, and barbarism, with which 
they are generally charged. Coins, both an- 
cient and modern, of all nations; American 
shin-plasiers, gold and silver ore, antique car- 
vinge, deities, from Hindoostan and other pla- 
ces, ancient armour of all kinds, and missiles 
of every description, and from all parts; speci- 
mons of ancient newspapers, boxer, watches, 
match-lock, and other ancient guns—pistols, 
swords, scimeterr,bows and arrows of different 
kinds, shoes, slippers, Gods and Goddesses, ta- 
bles, chairs, needlework, petrefaction of fishes, 
snakes, shelle, &c., some of them divided and 


polished with the bones, and inside as natura! 
ac life. Skins, feathers, caps, &c. &c., manu- 


cripts of diflerent kinds, and ancient books of 
every description—two MSS, ia Hebrew, ene 
rolled after the form of Jeremiah’s or Ezekiel’s 
roll, or two sticks—MSS of the Koran in Are- 
bic. Egyptian, with hieroglyphies that resem- 
bles very much the “Egvptian record,” they 
were taken from a stone engraving—records 
and books, in Sancrit, Hindoo; Samaritan, Pe» 
sian, Chinese, Gavanese, Taeitian, Burmesa, 
Telenga, written on the talipot pol mins leaf, in 
India; an old Bible written in Latin, on pareb- 
ment, specimens of ancient Bibles, and other 
MSS; and every thing that is curious, beaut» 
ful, antique, and interesting. 

You are next shown all kinds of birdsof every 
species, beasts and fishes of very kind and 
size, and of every tint and hue, stuffed as natu 
ral as life, from all parts of the earth; there are 
thousands of the feathered tribe, of all kinds, 
from the eagle and ostrich, down to the smab 
lest humming bird. Snakes from the great 
boa, to the least of the reptile kind, crocodiles, 
alligators, &c. &c. Some thousands of shells, 
of every shape, shade, snd tint, one I should 
think would weigh two hundred pounds—then 
there isevery genus of the butterfly, cater 
pillar, beetle, and every kind of insect; you are 
shown every variety of minerals, from every 
mine in the earth, and from every cave of the 
sea; you are then shown every kind of anatemy, 
bones and fossils, two skeletons ef the human 
system, and representations of the different 
parts of the human body, laid open, as natural 
os life: with the bones, ligaments, arteries, 
veins, muscles,’ nerves, brain, &c., laid open; 
the hands, the head, the neck, the legs, the 
ear and eye unfolded, and their mysteries and 
secret operations made manifest; and all their 
connecting parts developed. There is a speci- 
men of a mummie, but not so perfect as thom 
that we have; it has the linen around it, and ie 
enclosed in a box which is covered with hiere- 
glyphies, and Egyptian characters; another 
standing up, not tobe opened, enclosed in « 
case which rudely representea human being, 
there is also a great many hieroglyphics on thie 
There are busts, and heads of every shape, whieh 
would be very interesting no doubt to. phreno- 
ogists; there are bones and fossils, part of the 
head done of the mammoth, two feet wide, I 
should think or upwards; two anda half feet 
high, solid whereit seems to be broken; the 
teeth that are in it, are grinders, and are about 
eight inches apart, and will measure two inches 


through. I think it must have bad outer teeth. 


besides those, as these are so close to each other 
and so differently situated in the head, to any 
that I have seen before. I should think thas 
with those, it would have power to bite iron ia 
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two. There are also bones of elephants, and 
ber animals, from different places. Anoth- 
r room is full of speciments of autogra-} 
phy of all kinds, and of every data; the writings} 
of princes, potentates, statesmen, sages, the 
embitious,and powerful philanthrophiet,tyrants, 
historians, kings, queens, concubines, poets, 
divines, of wise men and fools. You go into 8 
room again, where different speciments of work 
are going on, such as paper staining, glass 
blowing, Ce. Many philosophical experiments 
were exhibited in the last named science. Com-| 
mon printing, lithograph and other printing 
presses were at work. 

You then see every kind of Philosophical 
Apparatus; all eorts of models, complete, of 
steam engines, of every description, some of 
them at work; mills, and machines, of all 
kinds; railway carriages, going, and others) 
still; cabinet ware, from Germany, Spain, 
China, France, Italy, &c.; screws, levers, pul- 


at night. In the morning the e 
in the evening 6d. Iam told they have taken 
upwards of £700 a day during the exhibition. 
When I saw some of those heroes, and speci- 
mens of antiquity, it reminded me of the rise 
and fall of nations. I was led to reflect on the 
glory of Babylon, the Medo-Persian, the Greek, 
the Roman and other mighty powers, who in 
their turn have risen to glory, and mouldered to 
decay—whose fame was once known to the ends 
of the earth—who laid desolate kingdoms, and 
caused nations to tremble—whose cities and 
walls, and towers, and fortifications, and armies 
defied the powers of earth; but who in turn 
have mouldered to decay, have died, and noth- 
ing is now left of them but a name and a few 
broken pillars, and scattered fragments of an- 
cient greatness, to tell to this and other genera- 
tions, the folly of human wisdom, and the im- 
becility and weakness of human power; and to 
point us, to the fulfilment of those prophesies 


leys; ox-hydrogen and compound miero- where nations shall again crumble, and empires 
scopes, kallaiedescopes, magic lanterns, came-|| again be shaken; when thrones shall be cast 
ra obscura, clocks, watches, quadraats, circum-|| down, and kingdoms again be destroyed; when 
ferentors, zinc reflectors, thermometers, barom- that which has visited ancient nations, shall 


eters, magnetic interrupters, electrical batteries, | 
telescopes, windmill, pedomatic chondrometer, 
models of water wheels, lathes, electrifying 
machines, of all kinds, ga vanic batteries, air 
pumps, and a thousand other things. I think 
if Solomon had been here he would have 
thought there was something new under the sun. 
You are then introduced into a room where a 
man is cutting likenesses with scissors. He 
does them very quick and perfect. You are next 
shewn a Medal Press, with which they strike 
Medals of every kind. It is a large machine 
from Birmingham, and the Medals are neatly 
executed. You see Fringe and Tassel making, 
and every kind of Carpets exhibited, different 
kinds of Tapestry, and Lace weaving, Pot mak- 
ing, and in short, you have the privilege of hear- 
ing a Lecture on some department of Science 
by gentlemen of talent, in the Lecture Room.— 
In fact, such a collection of every thing rare, 
encient, useful instructive, beautiful and inter- 
esting, I never before saw. I cannot describe 
the whole, but shall have to say, as the Queen 
of Sheba, the half has not been told. I would 
observe that those things are not all owned by 
the Institution, but that many of them have been 
deposited there during the mid-summer holli- 
days, (for there are schools taught in many of 
the rooms at other times,) by noblemen and 
gentlemen, captains, antiquarians, connoisseurs, | 
linguists, philosophers, anatomists, ladies, me- | 
chanics, tradesmen, c. They admit visitors 
from ten o’clock in the forenoon to four in the 
afternoon, and from four in the afternoon til ter 


sweep like a torrent over all nations; when 
there shall be a crash of nations and a wreck of 
matter; when God’s work shall be accomplished, 
the wicked be burned up, and nothing left to 
represent their former dignity or ancient glory. 
We have mentioned these things for the pur- 
pose of shewing what it is our privilege to a- 
pire to; and as we expect that ere long Nauvoo 
will be the great emporium of the west, and 
take the lead in the arts, sciences, and litera- 
ture, as well as in religion, it would be well for 
us to keep our eye upon thisin our various jour 
neyings, and our intercourse with mankind; and 
possessing the facilities that we do, it only re- 
quires a little exertion on our part, to make a 
museum or repository of this kind, to exceed 
any thing on the western continent, and in the 
world: and while nations are tottering, and king- 
doms crumbling to pieces, it is for the Saints to 
snatch from the ruins of ancient greatness every 
thing that is interesting, valuable and 
good—whether in religion, morality, arts and 
sciences, and bring them to the city of the 
Saints, that intelligence may dwell in our midst, 
that we may have a knowledge of the policy, 
the strength and weakness of empires and na- 
tions, of their wisdom and folly, their virtues 
and vices—that we may have a knowledge of 


the world, and all things in it, comely, great 
and bat our ol men may be howored 
and revered for their wisdom, and 
men sit at their feet and learn know 


intelligence 
ions call us 

be the “ blessed of the 

the Holy one of Israel.” 
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"The following is part of a discourse, delivered 
by Elder Orson Pratt, at the conference :— 
THE ANCIENT OF DAYS. 

Who is the Ancient of Days! This is a 
question frequently asked by the biblical stu- 
dent, especially those who have studied the 
prophecies of Daniel with any degree of atten. 
tion. The most careless reader will have ob- 
served that the Ancient of Days is one of the 
most prominent, personages introduced before 
Dauiel, while he was wrapped in his prophetic 
visions. Daniel had previously become exten- 
sively acquainted with the future history of the 
world. He had sven the rise, progress, and 
downfall of nations and kingdoms. Four great 
and powerful monarchies, which should bear 
rule over all the earth, and hold universal em- 
pire, had successively passed before him. Ina 
former vision he had seen the last of these mon- 
archies divided and subdivided into smaller 
kingdoms; and finally, after having viewed 
earthly governments in their various forms from 
his own day down for many generations, and 
having seen their corruptions and great wick- 
edness, his mind was carried onward toa time 
when another or fifth kingdom should be estab- 
lished, bearing rule in righteousness over al] the 
earth. He saw that this last kingdom, instead 
of originating from those which had formerly 
held dominion, through the vain aspiring am 
bition of man, was established by the God of 
heaven, before which all other kingdoms wast- 
ed away till no place was found for them.— 
These grand events of future time which open- 
ed to his astonished vision, were calculated, no 
doubt, to excite an intense desire to become 
more extensively informed in relation to futu- 
rity, especially concerning the organization and 
establishment of the kingdom of God, which he 
saw was eventually to sway a universal sceptre 
over all the earth. ‘The great God who is eve! 
willing to satisfy the desires of those who hon- 
estly serve him, was pleased tounfold to him 
more ofthe particulars concerning the intro- 
duction of that gloriousera when the saints 
were tobearrule. The prophet was again en- 
wrept in a vision of the Almighty, and saw the 
same things which he had formerly seen, and 
being more prepared by experience, and more 
enlightened by the spirit of truth, his views 
were greatly enlarged. In this wonderful vis- 
ion he saw the Ancient or Days sit, clothed 
in great power and majcsty; he was attended 
by unnumbered millions from the heavenly 
worlds—a grand council was organized upon 
the earth, over whieh he presided—the book, 
were opened, and among the most important 
business which came before them, was the con- 
demnation end judgment ef some of the gor- 
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rupt powers of the eatth, and also the confirm 
ing of more power upon the sainte, that they 
might be prépared for the reception of thetr 
Great King—the Son of Man, who was to come 
and take the kingdom, and reign in the great- 
ness of his splendor, in the midst of his people 
forever. The Great King, having sent forth 
the Ancient of Days, with the grand council of 
heaven, as messengers to set all things in their 
most perfectorder, atlength, appears in the 
clouds of heaven. He comes in royal splendor, 
and in the greatness of his strength, to the An- 
cient of Days who delivers up the kingdom into 
his hands, and henceforth all people, nations, 
and languages serve and obey him. O glorious 
period! O happy time!! How these glorious 
visions must have cheered the heart of Daniel 
in his long captivity! And how blessed, and 
how inexpressibly happy will that people be 
who inherit the earth in that day! 

But who is this Ancient of Days, that is to 
act this glorious and conspicuous part in the 
grand councils of the last days, and finally de- 
liver up the kingdom organized and prepared, 
into the hands of the Great King? It cannot 
be the Son of God, for he afterwards comes to 
the Ancient of Daye. It cannot be the Father, 
for if the Saints were prepared to meet the Fa- 
ther and set in council with him, they would 
also be prepared to meet the Son, for the gtory 
of the Father is equal to that of the Son. Who 
then canit be? Let us reflect for a moment.— 
The Ancient or Days!—It must be some very 
ancient personage, and probably the most au- 
cient personage that ever lived in days, and 
hence iscalled by that name, in distinction frem 
all others that lived after. But thanks be giv- 
en to the Most High God, for he has not left 
his saints in uncertainty about this matter, but 
has raised up a prophet, through whom te has 
revealed this mystery; thus the saints will not 
be Jeft inthe dark in regard to the great pur 
poses and events of the last daye. The An- 
cient of Days then, is ADA M- the great pro- 
gen itor of the human race. He has à mission to 
perform ſor the benefit of his children, in the 


last times. As he performed the ret mission 
on the earth in the beginning of the first dispen- 
sation, so he will perform a mission in the end- 
ing ofthe last dispeneztion. In the first he 
presided over a few; in the last he will preside 
over unnumbered millions. 


From the National In 8 
A BEAUTIFUL SPEECH. 

The Natchez Free Trader contains a report 
of the speech of Col. Cobb, the celebrated half 
breed chief of the Choctaws, made in reply to 
J. J. McRae, Esq., the agent for enrolling and 
emigrating the Indians to the West of the Mi- 
sissippi, who had made a speech to the Zud! 
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ans, about one thourand in number, assembled 
at Hopahka, informing them that * their coun- 
cil fire scould no more be kindled thete;” that 
“their warriors can have no field for their glo- 
ry, and that their spirits will decay within 
them ;” and that if they should “ take the hand 
of their great father, the President, which is 
new offered to them to lead them to their wes- 
tern homes, then will their hopes be higher, 
their destinies higher.” 

The Natchez Courier appropriately says of 
this bit of eloquence that, for eomprehensive- 
ness aod brevity, for beauty of diction and 
foree, for affecting sublimity and propriety of 
sentiment, we have never seen any production 
to exceed it. We publish it as a composition 
worthy to be preserved. 


_ SPEECH OF COL, COBB, 

Head Mingo of the Choctaws, East of the Miss- 
fesippi, in reply to the Agent of the U. S. 
Brorurr: We havo beard you talk as from 

the lips of our Father, the great White Chief 

at Washington, and my people have called up- 
on me to speak to you. The red man has no 
books, and when he wishes to make known bis 
views, like his fathers before him, he speaks 
from his mouth. He is afraid of writing.— 

When he speaks, he knows what he says; the 

Gueat Spirit hears him. Writing is the inven- 

tion of the pale faces; it gives birth to error 

and to feuds. The Great Spirit talks—we hear 
him in the thunder—in the rushing winds and 
che mighty waters—but he never writes, 

Brother: When you were young we were 

_ trong; we fought by your side; but our arms 

axe now breken. You have grown large. My 

people have become small. 

Brother: My voice is weak; you can searce- 
ly hear me; it is not the shout of a warrior, but 
the bewail of an infant. I have lost it in 
mourning for the misfortunes of my people.— 
These are their graves, and in those aged pines 
you hear the ghosts of the departed. Their 
ashes are here, and we have been left to protec; 

‘Gem. Our warriors are nearly all gone to the 

far country West; but here are out dend. Shall 

we go too, and give their bones to the wolves? 

Brether: Two s'eeps have passed since we 

heard goutaik. We havethought upon it.— 

You ask us to leave our country, and tell us it 

ia our father’s wish. We would not desire to, 

Aiaplease our father. We respect him, and you 

his child. But the Choctaw always thinke.— 

We want time to answer. 
other: Our hearts are full. Twelve win- 

. 0 our chieſe sold our country. Every 

_wattior that. you see here was opposed to the 

_ Meaty. If the dead could have been counted, 

doquld hever have been made; but, alas! tho’ 


‘they stood around, they could ike or 
heard. Their teats came in the tain drops, and 
their voices in the wailing wind, but the pate 
faces knew it not, and our land was taken 
away. 

Brother: We do not now complain. The 
Choctaw euffers, but he never weeps. You 
have the strong arm, and we cannot resist.— 
But the pale face worships the Great Spirit.— 
So does the red man. The Great Spirit loves 
truth. When you took our country you pro- 
mised us land. There is your promise in the 
book. Twelve times have the trees dropped 
their leaves, and yet we have received no land. 
Our houses have been taken from us. The 
white man’s plough turns up the bones of our 
fathers. We dare not kindle up our fires; and 
yet you said we might remain and you would 
give us land. 

Brother: Is this truth? But we believe, now 
our Great Father knows our condition, he will 
listen to us. We are as mourning“orphans in 
our country; but our father will take us by the 
hand. When he fulfils his promise, we will an- 
wer his talk. He means well. We know is 
But we cannot think now. Grief has made 
children of us. When our business is settled 
we shall be men again, and talk to our Great 
Father about what he has promised. 

Brother: You stand in the moccasins of a 
great chief; you speak the words of a mighty 
nation, and your talk was long. My people are 
small; their shadow scarcely reaches to your 
knee; they are scattered and gone; when I 
shout, I hear my voice inthe depths of the 
woods, but ne answering shouts come back.— 
My worde, therefore, are few. I have nothing 
more to say, but to tell what I have said to the 
tall chief of the pale faces, whose brother® 
stands by your side. 


* William Tyler, of Virginia, brother to the President of 
the United States, — appointed one of the Choetaw 


To the Editor of the Boston . Weekly Bee. 
MORMONISM. 

Dear Sin- have for some time past, been a 
regular attendant at the meeting of the Latter 
Day Saints, or Mormons, beld at the Boylston 
Hall—and have thought 1 would give you gome 
account of how those people are getting slong. 
When Elder Adams left here, some weeks 
since, for the City of the Saints, where he had 
been called by the heads of the chureb, it was 
snpposed that no one could be found competent 
to fill his place that the meetings would de- 
cline—Mormonism die away, and finelly sink 
into ite original nothingness, Not ea, however 


no sooner had this Aon, as he was called, kf 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the field, than his plate was supplied in the 
person of Elder Maginn. Before proceeding, 
let me give you a description of this man. He 
le 24 years of age, though his appearance is prophecies tbat have been fulfilled were fulfil 
that of a man farther advanced in years, caused led literally, and that those yet in the fatum 
probably by the many hardships, privations, || must also have a litera) fulfilment. His reason 
persecutions and mobbinge, which be has passed jing was plain, logical and conclusive to the 
through for the gospel’s sake. He is six feet} mind of every candid hearer; and I much re 
in height, and of rather a commanding appear- jj gret that am not better able to portray his 
ance; an honest, happy smile plays over his 
eountenance, which, (if I am any judge of the 
*thuman face divine”) indicates that all is right || tarian world called tbe Dark Age;” whereas 
within; and ifa thorough knowledge of themen were in fact far more enlightened than 
scriptures, talent, tact, sound reasoning, and 
powerful argument, are qualifications, then 


most noble address. Passage after passage, 
plain and positive, from Holy writ,were brought 
forward in rapid succession to prove that all 


all their boasted wisdom, knowledge, and pre- 
tended piety. Those men were as familiar with 
the designs of God, and the future destiny of 
nations, as we are with the history of past 


astonishing with what facility he quotes the ff self to man, conversed with bim, told him what 
scriptures from memory, giving chapter and | should come to pass in future agee—whereas, 


eourse on the subject of prophesies already ful.|| away—that the only guide neccssary is a ‘brief 
filled, from 2d Peter, let chapter, 20th and history of certain events which transpired cen- 
@lst verses: Knowing this first, that no|jturies ego, and certain prophecies which they 
phrophecy of the scripture is of any private in- || contend mean any thing but what they prefess. 
terpretation, for the prophecy came not in old} Enlightened indeed! when the church is cut 
time by the will of man, but holy men of God | up into some hundreds of sects and parties, 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost: || each differing from the other; the blind leading 
And went on to prove that from the days of the | the blind, and all under the dominion of bigot- 
first prediction to the present time, every proph. || ry, superstition and priestcraft; the mind of 
esy hes hed lileral fulfilment. He commenced |] man shrouded in worse than Egyptian dark- 
with the days of Noah, Genesis vi: 17, and ness. Could we look down through the dark 
showed that had Neah understood this spiritua!-|j vista of time and foresee future events as did 
izing system, and supposed the flood of water | the prophets of old, then could we beset of liv- 
was to have been a spiritual one, the ark a ir- | ing in an enlightened age; but whilet we deny 
wal ark, &c. &c., Noah and hie family must jj revelation, we are, and must continue to remain 
bave perished with the rest of the inhabitants in darkness and error. 

ef the world. Butno—he believed—when God In the evening, he took up the subject of 
said *‘And behold I, even I, do bring a flood of || God's promise to Abraham, that he would give 
waters upon the earth, todestrey all flesh where- to him and his seed the land of Canasn for an 
tn is the breath of life from under Heaven, and || everlasting possession—see Genesis, 13th chap, 
every thing that is in the earth shall die.“ He 15th v.; 15th chap. 18th v.; 17th chap. 8th v. 
meant to do just what he said he would do, and | —Exodus, 6thchap. 4th vy. He then showed 
pothing else; and the sequel proved that Noah] that Abraham had long since died, and that 
was right in thus believing. He next referred |} God's promise to him had never been fulfilled, 
to Genesis, xv: 13 to 16th verses—and also to as he proved by Acts, 7th chap. 5th v.+ ae well 
Lot’s leaving Sodom, Genesis xix: th verse. as by an abundance of other testimony, He 
He next quoted the prophecy of Joseph, Genesis || then showed that according to most of the doe- 
4ist chapter, 29th verse, and showed that mis-|itrines of the present day Gods promize never 
ary, sorrow, suffering, death and mourning,|| could Le fulfilled, inasmuch as they denied a lit 
would have followed bad they believed there f eral resurrection of the body, and u reign of 
was to have been seven years of ua plenty | rest during the millenium, but pre ſe used to be- 
end seven of qritual famine, only. He lieve that when the spirit left the body, it soared 
then carried us forward to the history of the away to some fairy region “beyond the bounds 
principal nations, vide Jeremieh 2&h chapter, |' of time and space,” or, (ashe ingeniously trans. 
ah verse. It is out of my power to follow him |! posed it) beyond the bounds of commow ‘senesy 
thrpugh, er give even a faint outline of this and could never return to possess thé an- 


— 


ö Elder Magin is fully qualified for the duties of 
, his office, and must pass as truly a master} 
-' . workman. He seems perfectly intimate with 
all the old apostles and prophets, and it is truly | events. Instead of darkness, Gad revealed him 
verse, with the greatest ease and correctness. we are now told that God has ceased to give 
On Sunday last, he delivered a most able dis- fj revelation to man—that prophecying is done 
— \ 


KS 


F 


Toth, states, that on the 14th of February, at 
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thas he had never given Abraham any inheri-, sun, and resembling two other suns. This lat 


tance in that land, no, not so much as to set his ter scene was witnessed by numbers. In ad- 
foot on, altheugh he had promised it to him and dition, for about two weeks past, every night 
to his seed. That he was long since dead, and] at seven o’clock, à bright streak of light has 
that consequently God's promise must fail. He appeated in the heavens, coming frum the 
then on the other hand proceeded to show that west, and bearing about E. S. E., and sesem 
Abroham (although long since dead) and his bling very much what is believed to be the tail 
seed would yet possess the land of Canaan ac-| of a comet. I have thought it my duty to suf 
eording to God's promise. He then produced these things, even at the expense of being die- 
s food of scriptures to prove the literal resur-|| credited, in the hope of eliciting a comparison 
rection of the righteous at Christ's second com of observations elsewhere.’ 

ing, and that they should possess the earth, and] Although the phenomenon of the apparent 
live and reign with Christ during the millen-| cross on the moon can no doubt be explained 
iam. He quoted Ezekiel’s prophecy in the val-|| from natural causes, yet it will probably be 
ley of dry bones, 37th chapter, and contended || seized upon by some persons as confirmatory of 
that this prophecy meant just what it said—vide the prophesy ef father Miller; and be viewed 
11, 12. 13 and 14th verses, and fully and plaisly|| by others with superstitious dread. 

proved, that notwithstanding the opinions of 


the learned and wise revelation denyers of the Minules nference church 
present generation, God would keep his prom- u — Day — * 
ise to Abraham, and that he and his seed should Convened pursuant to adjourument in Bata 
possess the land of Canaan for an everlasting| via, April 6tb, 1843. 

toheritance. He coneluded, by giving notice Bother J. F. Greene ves chosen president, 
that on Sunday next he would be again with and brothers Ezra Thayer and Charles Thomp- 
them, “in the power and demonstration of the | son his contieiHors, and R. J. Coats Secretary. 


spirit,” and preach on the subject of the great Prayer by brother C. Thompson. The pre. 


army of Gog and Magog, which shall gather to- | sident then arose and addressed the conferenee 
gether against the saints in the last days. I shall 


follows: 
not fail to be present and would respectfully ask | 
you, Mr. Bee, knowing you to bea man ofa can- 


: = ‘ memorable events that have transpired in this 
4id and unprej udiced mind, to go and hear him. 
Prove ofl things end held feet thet which 


* Yous i of April 1830, Tem thrilled with admiration 
when I centemplate the glorious scenes that 
bare transpired even upon this day of the 

REMARKABLE PHENOMENON. | yeer since thas time, when the Saints have as- 
| sembled together in order to celebrate the 


a — — — — anniversary of the rise of the church in this 
rt 

2. r. 4 last dispensation, it gives me joy and consola- 

3o’clock, A. M. ‘the moon, which had been won. Brethren—this conferenee is convened 


ebscured by a cloud for some heurs, burst forth for the purpose of deliberating epon the things 


ma deep blood-red color, with a black cross of which pertain to the building up of Zion, and 


the epread of the gospel. Brother Joseph Smith 
stated on the stand at Nauvoo but a short time 
since, that the salvation of the Saints depended 
upon the speedy gathering of thesaints, and their 


equal proportions over the face, extending be- 
yond the rim; while on the two sides small 
pieces of rainbow were visible. After contin- 
uing in this way forabowtan hour, the color * 
of the moon changed to its ordinary hue, end united offorte in building the temple—that un- 
the cross becameasilvery white, with the edges less the saints put forth their strength and fin- 
extending beyond the rim, and touching the} ich the temple speedily, the Lord would cast 
rainbows, It continued so for half an hour them off with their dead. The president thea 
avd heavy clouds then intervening, obscured |i et forth the necessity of the union of the breth- 
the meon, which eet unseen. This phenome- ten, and their co-operation, as laborers in the 
non was seen by the hospital attendants, who Lord's vineyard, being necessary in order to 
were up at that hour, some of them very intel- bring about these glorious events; the building 
ligent men, by the guard and sentinels on post, up of Zion, &e. — 

ead by several citizens of Westen, a little town! Official members present; there were two 
five miles off. The next morning the sun rese, || Digh priests, five of the seventies and eighteon 


sceompenied by twosun dogs, as they are m- older. 


* 


To be Coatisae, 


